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Dr. John a, Let timer 
Caslraea, Dept. Urology 
Columbia School of Medicin© 
Columbia u’bI varsity 
New York-, II.I. 

fear Dr. La % timer. 
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At the tisa ths press devoted extensive attention to your October 
eppsarana® in Illinois ana your comments on the Sfarren ^omssission's so-called 
single-bullet theory” I was on s speaking tour. Until no®, various t nines 
nave kept taa from devoting tbs time to your work thst I intend. It sounds 

fn'l Xt 7 ° U proT6d wilat t!l « 'Sarraa Commission could end did not, 

II 1 1 In feet, did not even try to, then we sre ell in your debt. 

. . 4 1 sa «*ting to sak for a copy of your remarks end ell the sTsileble 

. ^ . iQioJoatioa oa your own experiments, analysis and ecnc Inaions. I nits 

very such tb cits these things in ay own writing. If you he to charts, such ss 
of vhe projecte pstii of the bullet through th# President’s neck, I f d lik^ to 
—r^ use them, too. I assume you computed the possible angles, verticsl'and hori- 
I sxmtal, st whatever time you eatiraot- that particular shot was fired. 
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lx you drew upon the Corral ssion’a unpublished msterisl on this subject, 
in ay experience much sore voluminous theft stoat it did publish, I do hope you 
cits it so 1 can era-lit you with finding what I did not. 



One of the things that fa.es iatsrssted a® most is accounting for tfaa 
srtel raaainlng in the governor’s tibia. The Commission does not give u® its 
ize, weight or description. Ho® do you attribute it to Bullet 399? 



Press reports indicate you fired siailsr bullets into » 0 od. Dr. John 
‘ichols also baa done this. However, I am troubled by the use of wood when the 
commission assures us tfaa closest approximation of hur.ec tissue is gelatin end 
when gelatin «ee used, by the Army experts sad by C2B, no single bullet fired" 
had the energy to transit the eves, then indaeoust© representation of the his- 
tory attributed to Bullet 399. 



toother aspect of your work that will interest me is how you cope with 
106^ of the Co^esi ssion’s evidence, that such e bullet could not hove Inflicted 
the damage to the Connelly wrist •without considerable deforwsticn of a character 
lacking in Ballet 393. Is this connection, * ! 11 the obi dsn.ee soys there would have 
been marking of the bullet by the bens it allegedly hit, also lacking. *©ur 
explanation of this is something to saiefa I Iso look forward anxiously. 



i*ou are cited sa having fired three shots in s| seconds. *»ur meaner 
oi timing also will interest me. fas Dossil ssioa did not count the time before ths 
actual firing of the first shot. Did you? 
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work. X presume you have overcome these, especially in these respects: pror- 
ing that, in fact. Ballet 395 was, in fact “found" on Governor Connolly's 
stretcher and no other; proving that it was, ia fact, used in the assassina- 
tion (as by analysis of the residues that whare never tasted by the FBI or 
the Commission); proving by spectrograph? or other scientific tests that it 
was of the seas* origin as the met cl retrieved fraa the ear sad its occupants; 
sad proving, in s minimum necessity for alleging only throe shots sere fired, 
that all the Metal required to have been shed by Bullet 399 cams from no 
other sccurae, and tact all the other metal cams from the bullet said to bo ve 
exploded frsp impact on the President’s head and- no other source. 
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You are quoted as saying the slight flattening at the rear end of 
■“ullet 399 is n significant deformity, considering the history attributed to 
it. You are also quoted es having said, "Tie undertook to deform similar 
bullets in the seme wo?. . . " What the news reports do not give is the fact 
that you used bonce or e suitable representation of the rib, wrist and tibia. 
I’d snprocists an explanation of what, to me, would be the only meaningful 
experiment, proving that ell of this bona could hsvs been struck by a ballot 
neither marked by that bone or deforms a sons than Bullet SS9. 



All the medical experts seem to hsvs found mors sastsl living been 
shed ia the wrist injury alone than can be accounted es missing from billet 
299. This, also, I’d like explained, likewise, although the Ssrrea Report is 
silent on the subject, there was metal in Governor Gonally’s cheat. fere you 
able to determine the size and weight of this fragment or these fragments? 
lould you, without this information, substantiate the so-called "single-bullet 
-theory” ? • 



You are quoted ss having said the fatal bullet entered the "back of 
the F resident’s head. ..exited st the front..." 1 am aware that the *sport does 
say the ballet entered the beck. Have you any other source? This is not shat 
the panel appointed by Attorney General Clark found in reading the X-rays. The 
“oa-issicn, also, did not say the bullet exited the front* If you have estab- 

T Itched this and were not misquoted you have a significant accomplishment that 
interests me vary much. Perhaps, in this connection, ycu also h«vs on explana- 
tion for the hitherto unraported mess found at the base of the brain, or of the 
failure to study the left half of the fcrsin,pr to report whether there was a 
missle path througn any part of it, etc. 



You are else quoted as having definite knowledge of the meaner in ihfteh 
the telescopic sight was attached to the rifle et tbs moment it was allegedly 
used. 1 do not recall any such evidence end would appreciate s citation to it. 
Then you ere said to have declared that this, in effect, made the shooting mors 
accurate® I ask if you have information on this other than at close distance end, 
if you do not, how you projected the error for the proper distance, “nlssa X have 
boon misinformed, carrying the error from the close distance to the alleged 
actual one would greatly increase the distance between the point is the sight at 
the alleged actual distance end the body. After this, the need for shims under 
the sight at Edggwood Arsenal, before the rifle could be used, would still re- 
quire explane ticn. 



After I h. vs had a c be ace to study your w err, possibly I sill have 
more questions. 1 hope you will fee able to find time to answer them, ^his, to 
me, is much too vital a national issue for questions to remain unasked or un- 
snawsred, or for assumptions to be substituted for fact. 

Sincerely, 

Harold we is berg 




